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The followiog dispatch from Manps.
field cleara up the mystery concerning
the cise of Jawes Connors, the Dutler
caunty prisoner, who dled at the pen-
itentlary several days ago:

Thecomplete story of Jobn Derlo,
Jr., allas "“James Conpors,” who dled
Monday evenlng ab the Obio peplten-
tlacy, bas at last Leen brought to
Nlight und thediiTerent partsconnected.
Uerlo, alies “'Connors,” had scrved
fuur years in the penitentlary for s
© Ime that he never ¢ mmitted,

e was bora in Manslield thirty-
two years age. His father, Jubn Ber-
lo, sr.,was & respected bridge contract-
or for the Erie raflrcad.  Young Berlo
was known as one of the brightest
young men In the city in the drug
business. He attended a medical col-
Nlege at Ciccionat! and wen high
pralse. [le only attenced inedlical
Echoo! for six munihs, then lie disap-
peared, and bad been gone for fourteen
years,

‘The family received no delinlte word
fram him for & pumber of years. It
was supposed Lhal be was killed in a
real storm which swept the south.
ot untll he appeared before Judge
Gates of Cincinostl on vhe chargaot
robblog the postoMice at  Excello,
ilamilton county, in November, 1808,
did the famlly In Mansfield bave sny
certain knowledge of his whereahauts.
Then a curlous chapter in his carcer
developed. It was only known to his
swyer and family, howaever, es lie
Jbad assumed the alias of James Con-
nois to protect those he loved from
disgrace.

Abuut six years ago & pambling re-
sort In Hannibal, Missourt, was ralded.
Borlo was amoog the fow who were
unstle to make their escape. A po
Jliceman struck Lim over 1be head
from behind with his mace, stunning
Berl), who drew 2 revolver and
shot  the ofticer, woundiog him,
but not falally. Berlo was sentenced
for that crlme. to two years In the
Missouri penitentiary, It was then
that be took the fatal oame of *Janies
Cannors,™

kighteen months before this time
another James Connors bisd broken in-
1o the pestuflice at Faxcello, Butler
county, Ohlo; bad been caught, had
broken jall at Hamilton, O, and ts
caped, When It became koown that
James Connors had been Imprisoned
at Haontbal, Mo, Un|ted States Mar-
shial Devanney, who was looking for
he postoftice rebbzr, conoluded that
the prisoher was NS man.  Accom-

SAD STORY OF LIFE
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panied by Deteetlve Peter et
terlck, Marshal Divasncy  went
1 Missourl and ne-
cured hlm. e was hastily identified
by Jallkeeper Berry of [lamiiton, and
Detective Hettrich, snd on thelr tes-
timany he was sentenced to the Ohlo
penltentlary for ten years,

Sbortly afterwards Marshal Devan-
wey received more light on the ome
which led him W belleye \hat he bad
wade 3 mistake io the identification
of b's prisoper, Te was 80 1mpressd
with the ldea that he secured the oth-
er two witnesses and weat to the penie
tentlary, When they compared Berlo
with the deseription of Cunoors, wants
ed for robbing the posteflice they were
positive of their error. 'While at the
peoltentlary they discovered the real
James Connors sent down from Toledo
on acolber charge, under the pame of
Melruse. When Herlo's case was Jald
before bim hie admitted that he wis
the Escello robber and made stlidavit
t & complete ¢infesslon of the erima,

Sioce that time Marshal Denyanney
bas done all in his power to scenre
Beslu's release, spendiog vver $300 of
his own money toward that end,
Anidarits were secured (rom Lwo men
who broke jall with Connors ay Ham-
ilton, the hotel keeper and harber s
Hanolbal whom Berlo patrunizsd and
otber people who knew him.  They
cstablished beyond all controversy an
alibl as well 23 bis ideatity. Hiu
whereabouts in Missowrs at the time
of the pestoilice robbery were absolutbe-
Iy pioven. Devaooey wrote letter
after lebter and maile several trips to
Washiogton laying the matter before
the atlorney general,

The boy's father securcd Ienry
Hedyges, one of Macsfield's richest apd
most promivent clt'zens, to go to
Washington in the Interes's ot hisson,
On the night Mr, Hedges reached the
capital the Maine was blown up, mak-
iny Iy useless to take up the prisoner's
cause In those excltiog times.

A sccond  sttewpt was made by
Herlo, senior. Hen. Willlsm M. [aln
weat lo Wasbloglon on the sawe
misslon, When he resched there
President MoKinley was walchiog st
tbe sidc of his alck wife, Mr, Haba
could nol secure & bearlng.

A third attempt was under way fast
fall, all plaos bad been completed to
draw the president’s attention 4o the
case when he was asatsloated,

The weary light was closed Monday
evenlog by the death of tbe unforte-
nile young man.

Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

News’

Lemm



